Diagnostic cardiac catheterization. When is it appropriate?
Cardiac catheterization is a low-risk procedure that provides information on cardiac and coronary artery anatomy, hemodynamic parameters, and valvular function. Not all patients with cardiac symptoms need the procedure. Most patients should have noninvasive screening procedures before referral for diagnostic cardiac catheterization. Obviously, not all patients clearly meet strict criteria, and making decisions in "borderline" cases demands clinical judgment. The recommendations given here are a combination of ACC/AHA guidelines and standards defined in current literature.